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* Opponent of Kazakh leader jailed for seven-and-a-
half years
* U.S. says criminal system used to silence opposition voices

* Kazakhstan says trial of Vladimir Kozlov fair and open

By Robin Paxton

ALMATY, Oct 9 (Reuters) - The United States on Tuesday accused
Kazakhstan of using its justice system to "silence opposition voices" after a
prominent critic of President Nursultan Nazarbayev was jailed for inciting
violence.

Vladimir Kozlov was found guilty on Monday of colluding with a fugitive
billionaire in a failed attempt to rally oil workers to bring down the
government of the Central Asian state.

Kozlov, 52, was sentenced to seven-and-a-half years in prison and had his
property confiscated. He has called his case an "undisguised attempt" to
stifle protest and labour rights.

"We note our concern regarding the prosecution of Vladimir Kozlov and
the apparent use of the criminal system to silence opposition voices," the
U.S. Embassy said in a statement.

The criticism will hit home in Kazakhstan, which is a strategic ally of the
United States in former Soviet Central Asia, a resource-rich region to the
north of Afghanistan where Russia and China also vie for influence.

In more than two decades as president, Nazarbayev, 72, has eschewed
democratic freedoms in pursuit of the oil-fuelled growth and investment
that has made Kazakhstan's $185 billion economy the largest in Central
Asia.

Authorities have tried in recent years to balance their desire to preserve
stability with efforts to improve Kazakhstan's image on the world stage.
The country chaired the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe in 2010.

Kozlov was charged with orchestrating dissent among striking oil workers in the prelude to riots last
December that killed 15 people. Two opposition activists tried alongside him were freed on
suspended sentences.

Judge Berdybek Myrzabekov said Kozlov had politicised a labour dispute under orders from
Mukhtar Ablyazov, an arch foe of Nazarbayev and the self-exiled former head of BTA bank.

Kazakhstan's Foreign Ministry said the trial had been fair and open to everyone.

"I disagree strongly with the politically motivated insinuations about the alleged lack of a fair and
impartial judgment," said Altay Abibullayev, spokesman for the ministry.
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'PAYING THE PRICE'

Kazakhstan's marginalised opposition enjoys little support at home. Despite never having held an
election judged fair by Western monitors, Nazarbayev is popular in the country of 17 million for
presiding over stability relative to its neighbours.

But authorities have grown more wary of dissent after street protests in Russia, which shares a
language with millions of Kazakhstan's citizens and remains the country's biggest trade partner.

"The hearing sends a clear message ... that any political activism which tries to channel social
discontent into a political force against government, especially on the streets, is unwelcome," said
IHS Global Insight analyst Lilit Gevorgyan.

Kozlov's Alga! party, long denied official registration, was ineligible to stand in a parliamentary
election in January. The confiscation of his assets, including a dozen Alga! offices registered in his
name, is a serious blow to the organisation.

"Kozlov is paying a heavy price for publicly criticising the Kazakh government," said Mihra
Rittmann, Europe and Central Asia researcher at Human Rights Watch, which also said the trial fell
short of international standards. (Additional reporting by Raushan Nurshayeva in Astana)

Comments (0)

This discussion is now closed. We welcome comments on our articles for a
limited period after their publication.

China and U.S. war over Snowden, but no
lasting damage seen
4:24am EDT

1

Pope 'snub' of concert stuns cardinals, sends
signal
24 Jun 2013

2

Shares recover as central bankers ease
liquidity fears

|
3:58am EDT

3

FTC conducting preliminary inquiry of
Google's Waze acquisition
24 Jun 2013

4

Afghan Taliban attack in Kabul throws peace
talks into further doubt

|
4:51am EDT

5

Former NSA contractor Snowden
leaves Hong Kong for Moscow:
paper

352

U.S. warns countries against
Snowden travel218

U.S. files espionage charges
against Snowden over leaks216

WikiLeaks founder
Assange says NSA leaker
Snowden…

Rescue efforts in India
(0:58)

Gillard anger over ‘small
breasts, huge thighs’…

Recommended by

Sponsored Content

Can Games
Supercharge Your
Brain?

New Tech Lets You
Speak a Language
in 10 Days

How to Speed Up
Your PC - Tricks
Manufacturers
Hate

Tricks Car
Insurance Agents
Don't Want You to
Know

How New iPads are
Selling for Under
$40

Content.ad?

U.S. says Kazakh verdict silences opposition | Reuters 2013-06-25

http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/09/kazakhstan-trial-idUSL6E8L92I520121009 2 / 3

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-usa-security-china-idUSBRE95O04W20130625
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/24/us-pope-concert-idUSBRE95N0S920130624
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-markets-global-idUSBRE88901C20130625
http://www.reuters.com/video/2013/06/25/reuters-today-china-bear-market-deepens?videoId=243549164&newsChannel=wtMostRead
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/24/us-google-waze-idUSBRE95N1CE20130624
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSBRE95O03020130625
http://www.reuters.com/video/2013/06/25/afghan-presidential-palace-attack?videoId=243548484&newsChannel=wtMostRead
http://blogs.reuters.com/article-comments/2013/06/23/former-nsa-contractor-snowden-leaves-hong-kong-for-moscow-paper/#comments
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSBRE95M02H20130623
http://blogs.reuters.com/article-comments/2013/06/23/u-s-warns-countries-against-snowden-travel/#comments
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSBRE95M02H20130624
http://blogs.reuters.com/article-comments/2013/06/21/u-s-files-espionage-charges-against-snowden-over-leaks/#comments
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSBRE95K18220130622
http://shlinks.industrybrains.com/sh?sid=851&a=1102b63b101536fc90c11289755e8c1c134e95d961ae29f529f2f5ad834dd787
http://x.oanda.com/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=57201__zoneid=17561__OXLCA=1__cb=2eccd0edf5__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Finsight.adsrvr.org%2Ftrack%2Fclk%3Fimp%3De6901880-9484-4d1b-9154-84e4cc894698%26ag%3D5boh8z2x%26crid%3Dkf3r6mmp%26fq%3D0%26td_s%3Dwww.reuters.com%26rcats%3Dy29%26mcat%3D%26mste%3Dreuters.com%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3Dd4j4omnz%26mfsi%3Daauh72cd%26sv%3Dadmeld%26uhow%3D59%26agsa%3D0x449EB5C1%26rgco%3DPoland%26rgre%3DMazowieckie%26rgme%3D0%26rgci%3DWarsaw%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DWindows%26os%3DWindowsVista%26br%3DFirefox%26svpid%3D1290%26dur%3D%26rlangs%3Den%26mlang%3D%26r%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Ffxtrade.oanda.co.uk%252FForex%252Fmt4-oanda%253Fbanner_id%253D%257Bbannerid%257D%2526zone_id%253D%257Bzoneid%257D
http://www.reuters.com/places/russia
http://www.reuters.com/sectors/energy
http://www.reutersreprints.com/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/24/us-pope-concert-idUSBRE95N0S920130624
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/24/markets-hongkong-china-stocks-idUSL3N0F00KU20130624?feedName=OutloudFeed&feedType=RSS
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/23/us-usa-security-flight-idUSBRE95M02H20130623
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/23/us-usa-security-snowden-girlfriend-idUSBRE95M0IO20130623
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-nhl-stanley-chicago-blackhawks-idUSBRE95O0A220130625
http://newsfeed.time.com/2012/09/27/and-the-worlds-most-educated-country-is/
http://www.uswitch.com/mobiles/news/2013/06/iphone_6_iphone_6_concept_packs_4_5_screen_and_12mp_camera/
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/4a3071ac-da85-11e2-a237-00144feab7de.html
http://www.yourjewishnews.com/2013/02/25716_13.html
http://www.yourmiddleeast.com/news/saudi-prince-spends-15-million-euros-at-disneyland_15524
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01?videoId=243538469
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01?videoId=243538469
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01?videoId=243517232
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01?videoId=243517232
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01/reuters-tv-video?videoId=243303691
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01/reuters-tv-video?videoId=243303691
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01?videoId=243538469
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01?videoId=243538469
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01?videoId=243517232
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01?videoId=243517232
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01/reuters-tv-video?videoId=243303691
http://www.reuters.com/video/2099/01/01/reuters-tv-video?videoId=243303691
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://howlifeworks.com/health_beauty/brain_training?ag_id=291&wid=15955A3C-99CC-407B-972B-A588428C70B3&did=3748&cid=1005&si_id=2092
http://howlifeworks.com/health_beauty/brain_training?ag_id=291&wid=15955A3C-99CC-407B-972B-A588428C70B3&did=3748&cid=1005&si_id=2092
http://howlifeworks.com/lifestyle/How_You_Can_Learn_a_Language_in_only_10_Days_464?ag_id=1192&wid=15955A3C-99CC-407B-972B-A588428C70B3&did=3748&cid=1005&si_id=1712
http://howlifeworks.com/lifestyle/How_You_Can_Learn_a_Language_in_only_10_Days_464?ag_id=1192&wid=15955A3C-99CC-407B-972B-A588428C70B3&did=3748&cid=1005&si_id=1712
http://howlifeworks.com/technology/faster_pc_v2?ag_id=333&wid=15955A3C-99CC-407B-972B-A588428C70B3&did=3748&cid=1005&si_id=1774
http://howlifeworks.com/technology/faster_pc_v2?ag_id=333&wid=15955A3C-99CC-407B-972B-A588428C70B3&did=3748&cid=1005&si_id=1774
http://howlifeworks.com/finance/There_are_Two_Kinds_of_Auto_Insurance_Buyers_Which_Kind_Are_You_107?ag_id=1119&wid=15955A3C-99CC-407B-972B-A588428C70B3&did=3748&cid=1005&si_id=2116
http://howlifeworks.com/finance/There_are_Two_Kinds_of_Auto_Insurance_Buyers_Which_Kind_Are_You_107?ag_id=1119&wid=15955A3C-99CC-407B-972B-A588428C70B3&did=3748&cid=1005&si_id=2116
http://howlifeworks.com/technology/How_To_Buy_New_MustHave_Products_For_Next_To_Nothing_156?ag_id=1297&wid=15955A3C-99CC-407B-972B-A588428C70B3&did=3748&cid=1005&si_id=1988
http://howlifeworks.com/technology/How_To_Buy_New_MustHave_Products_For_Next_To_Nothing_156?ag_id=1297&wid=15955A3C-99CC-407B-972B-A588428C70B3&did=3748&cid=1005&si_id=1988
https://www.content.ad/AboutUs.aspx
http://shlinks.industrybrains.com/sh?sid=851&a=1102b63b101536fc90c11289755e8c1c134e95d961ae29f529f2f5ad834dd787


CONTINUE READING

Shares recover as central
bankers ease liquidity fears
LONDON - A late recovery in Chinese stocks
and comments by top Federal Reserve officials
that eased fears of an imminent end to its
stimulus lifted shares and bonds off their lows
on Tuesday and cooled a rally in the dollar.
| Video

TOP NEWS

Boy Scouts, Mormon Church sued in
Idaho pedophile case
SALMON, Idaho - Four men sued the Boy Scouts of America
and its largest sponsor, the Mormon Church, on Monday
accusing both organizations of failing to protect them from
sexual abuse by adult volunteers when they were children at
scouting activities in Idaho.

On trip to Africa, Obama must play catch up

G20 task force to study Libor reform

» More Top News

TOP VIDEOS

Ghosn in 60 seconds: Nissan
CEO faces USD pay cut

Reuters Today: China bear market deepens

» More Top Videos

MOST POPULAR

China and U.S. war over Snowden, but no lasting
damage seen

Pope 'snub' of concert stuns cardinals, sends signal

Shares recover as central bankers ease liquidity
fears | 

FTC conducting preliminary inquiry of Google's Waze
acquisition

Afghan Taliban attack in Kabul throws peace talks
into further doubt | 

Analysis: Questions turn to U.S. competence in
Snowden saga

ANALYSIS & OPINION

The Oscars: Reflections
of America
By Nicholas Wapshott
By nominating "Lincoln," "Argo" and
"Zero Dark Thirty," Academy
members are considering three

distinctly different views of how Americans see themselves
and their place in the world.  Commentary 

Wapshott: Do personal guns defend liberty?

» More Analysis & Opinion

TODAY IN PICTURES

View Slideshow

Editor's choice
Our best photos from the last 24 hours.

US Indices

DOW
-139.84
14,659.56
-0.94%

NASDAQ
-36.49
3,320.76
-1.09%

S&P 500
-19.34
1,573.09
-1.21%

TR US
INDEX
-1.76
142.56
-1.22%

Int'l
Indices

» Markets

NIKKEI
12,969.34

HANG
SENG
19,855.72

MARKETS

 Back to top

Reuters.com Business Markets World Politics Technology Opinion Money Pictures Videos Site Index

Legal Bankruptcy Law California Legal New York Legal Securities Law

Support & Contact Support Corrections

Account Information Register Sign In

Connect with Reuters Twitter  Facebook  LinkedIn  RSS  Podcast  Newsletters  Mobile

About Privacy Policy Terms of Use Advertise With Us AdChoices Copyright

 

Our Flagship financial
information platform
incorporating Reuters
Insider

An ultra-low latency
infrastructure for
electronic trading and
data distribution

A connected approach
to governance, risk and
compliance

Our next generation
legal research platform

Our global tax
workstation

Thomsonreuters.com

About Thomson Reuters

Investor Relations

Careers

Contact Us

Thomson Reuters is the world's largest international multimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, business news, technology news, headline news, small business news, news alerts,
personal finance, stock market, and mutual funds information available on Reuters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television platforms. Thomson Reuters journalists are subject to an Editorial
Handbook which requires fair presentation and disclosure of relevant interests.

NYSE and AMEX quotes delayed by at least 20 minutes. Nasdaq delayed by at least 15 minutes. For a complete list of exchanges and delays, please click here.

 

EDITION: U.S.

Login or register Latest from
My Wire

U.S. says Kazakh verdict silences opposition | Reuters 2013-06-25

http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/09/kazakhstan-trial-idUSL6E8L92I520121009 3 / 3

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-markets-global-idUSBRE88901C20130625
http://www.reuters.com/video/2013/06/25/reuters-today-china-bear-market-deepens?videoId=243549164&newsChannel=newsOne
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-markets-global-idUSBRE88901C20130625
http://www.reuters.com/news/archive/topNews?view=page
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-usa-boyscouts-abuse-idUSBRE95O05O20130625
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-usa-obama-africa-idUSBRE95O0D320130625
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-g20-fsb-idUSBRE95O09F20130625
http://www.reuters.com/news/archive/topNews?view=page
http://www.reuters.com/news/video?videoChannel=5
http://www.reuters.com/video/2013/06/25/ghosn-in-60-seconds-nissan-ceo-faces-usd?videoId=243549394&videoChannel=5
http://www.reuters.com/video/2013/06/25/ghosn-in-60-seconds-nissan-ceo-faces-usd?videoId=243549394&videoChannel=5
http://www.reuters.com/video/2013/06/25/reuters-today-china-bear-market-deepens?videoId=243549164&videoChannel=5
http://www.reuters.com/news/video?videoChannel=5
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-usa-security-china-idUSBRE95O04W20130625
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/24/us-pope-concert-idUSBRE95N0S920130624
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-markets-global-idUSBRE88901C20130625
http://www.reuters.com/video/2013/06/25/reuters-today-china-bear-market-deepens?videoId=243549164&newsChannel=wtMostRead
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/24/us-google-waze-idUSBRE95N1CE20130624
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSBRE95O03020130625
http://www.reuters.com/video/2013/06/25/afghan-presidential-palace-attack?videoId=243548484&newsChannel=wtMostRead
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/25/us-usa-security-snowden-idUSBRE95O00Z20130625
http://blogs.reuters.com/
http://blogs.reuters.com/nicholas-wapshott/2013/01/11/the-oscars-reflections-of-america/
http://blogs.reuters.com/nicholas-wapshott/2013/01/11/the-oscars-reflections-of-america/
http://blogs.reuters.com/search/journalist.php?n=nicholas.wapshott
http://blogs.reuters.com/nicholas-wapshott/2013/01/11/the-oscars-reflections-of-america/
http://blogs.reuters.com/nicholas-wapshott/2013/01/09/since-when-have-personal-guns-been-used-to-defend-political-liberty/
http://blogs.reuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures
http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures/slideshow?articleId=USRTX10YYW
http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures/slideshow?articleId=USRTX10YYW
http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures/slideshow?articleId=USRTX10YYW
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/index?symbol=.DJI
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/index?symbol=.IXIC
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/index?symbol=.SPX
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/index?symbol=.TRXFLDUSP
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/index?symbol=.N225
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/index?symbol=.HSI
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets
http://www.reuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/finance
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets
http://www.reuters.com/news/world
http://www.reuters.com/news/politics
http://www.reuters.com/news/technology
http://blogs.reuters.com/us/
http://www.reuters.com/finance/personal-finance
http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures
http://www.reuters.com/news/video
http://www.reuters.com/assets/siteindex
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/Legal/
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/Legal/Bankruptcy/
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/Legal/CA/
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/Legal/NY/
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/Legal/Securities/
http://reuters.zendesk.com/
http://reuters.zendesk.com/anonymous_requests/new
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/registration/pages/registration/begin.do?go=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2F2012%2F10%2F09%2Fkazakhstan-trial-idUSL6E8L92I520121009
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/login/pages/login/portfolioLogin.do?go=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2F2012%2F10%2F09%2Fkazakhstan-trial-idUSL6E8L92I520121009
http://www.twitter.com/reuters
http://www.facebook.com/Reuters
http://www.linkedin.com/today/reuters.com
http://www.reuters.com/tools/rss
http://www.reuters.com/tools/podcasts
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/profile/pages/newsletter/begin.do
http://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://www.reuters.com/privacy-policy
http://www.reuters.com/terms-of-use
http://static.reuters.com/resources_v2/images/media_guide_01_08_13.pdf
http://thomsonreuters.com/copyright/
http://www.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/products_services/financial/eikon/
http://thomsonreuters.com/products_services/financial/financial_products/a-z/elektron/
http://www.accelus.thomsonreuters.com/
http://west.thomson.com/westlawnext/default.aspx
http://onesource.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/
http://ir.thomsonreuters.com/
http://careers.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/contact_us/
http://www.thomsonreuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/us
http://www.reuters.com/news/world
http://www.reuters.com/finance
http://www.reuters.com/news/technology
http://www.reuters.com/finance/smallBusiness
http://www.reuters.com/finance/personal-finance
http://www.reuters.com/finance/stocks
http://funds.us.reuters.com/US/overview.asp
http://www.reuters.com/news/video
http://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://handbook.reuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/info/disclaimer

	U.S. says Kazakh verdict silences opposition
	Related News
	Follow Reuters
	RECOMMENDED VIDEO
	Related Topics
	READ
	DISCUSSED
	SPONSORED LINKS
	TOP NEWS
	TOP VIDEOS
	MARKETS
	Shares recover as central bankers ease liquidity fears
	Boy Scouts, Mormon Church sued in Idaho pedophile case
	US Indices

	Ghosn in 60 seconds: Nissan CEO faces USD pay cut
	MOST POPULAR
	ANALYSIS & OPINION
	TODAY IN PICTURES

	The Oscars: Reflections of America
	Int'l Indices

	Editor's choice


